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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Hi Team, 
 
What a great day to wrap up the season for the U9's in their Lightning Carnival last 
weekend, the photos looked great and the smiles were ear-to-ear. Looked like fun. This 
weekend the U10's play their Carnival to put an end to their season and it would be great to 
see you all back at the final Grub of the year to celebrate your season. 
 
As we approach our "Vote Count" night, if you believe there is anyone at the Club who could 
be considered for a perpetual award, please fill out the form on the last page of the Acorn 
and/or send an email to Caz at SecretaryOYCFC@gmail.com to submit your nomination. 
 
I will take this opportunity, before we head to finals, to thank the outgoing committee 
members. Without these dedicated volunteers Clubs simply do not exist. As I mentioned in 
May, we have some 303 registered volunteers at the Club and while the Committee make 
up a small percentage of this figure, the work that is done pre-season and behind the scenes 
is so important in getting our kids registered, in shorts and socks with a kit bag and putting 
up milestone achievements to Social Media. We are keen to have involvement from some of 
the younger age group parents represented on the next Committee and further details can 
be found further on in this newsletter. 
 
Thanks to the U18 (17.5) Boys for hosting last week's grub and getting the place cleaned at 
the end of the night. Thanks Team, great effort and great feed. 
 
The last Grub of the year will be hosted by the combined U13's teams this weekend and it 
would be great to see as many people there to farewell our Grub sessions and celebrate the 
end of the Home and Away Season. 
 
Enjoy your weekend of football and for those teams taking the next step into Finals, best of 
luck to all of you.  
 
Go Dragons! 
 
Brodie Phillips,  
President 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS NEEDED! 
 
As noted previously, we anticipate a number of Committee vacancies in 2024. There are still a few positions to be decided, but we 
know the below will be vacant in 2024. Please take the time to read and see if there's anything you can assist with. We're 
particularly keen to get some representatives from the younger age groups involved, we have a number of Committee Members 
with children aging out of junior football in 2024.  
 
REGISTRAR (EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE) 
Accept registrations and forward requirements onto League. Keep an updated Club registration database including game records, 
assist with general correspondence with Club members. Contact person for new members. 
Currently Performed By: Kane Leopold. Kane has filled this role for a number of years. He will remain on the Committee and provide 
guidance in 2024 but is stepping down from the Registrar role in 2024. 
  
PROPERTY OFFICER 
Manage ordering of uniforms and various Club apparel. Assist with sales of merchandise at Club welcome night and Grub at the 
Club. Assist with purchasing of training/football department equipment. 
Currently Performed By: Chris Goodman. Chris will no longer have a child playing at Oakleigh Dragons in 2024, and as such leaves 
the Committee. This role must be filled for Season 2024. There are detailed handover documents, and a number of Committee 
Members with exposure to the role to provide assistance. Chris will of course be happy to help with queries as well! 
  
SOCIAL CO-ORDINATOR 
Arrange and co-ordinate a variety of social events for Club members together with volunteers.  
Currently Performed By: VACANT. 2023 was the first season we haven’t had a social function for some time. The Club wants this 
role filled to assist in ensuring we keep our Club focus continuing as a family-friendly, community Club in 2024. 
  
WEBSITE / SOCIAL MEDIA CO-ORDINATOR  
Maintain and update Club website, assist with ad hoc IT matters and manage and monitor social media.  
Currently Performed By: Kathy McGeoch. Kathy has filled multiple roles on the Committee for many years and is seeking to step 
back in her responsibilities in 2024. She will still be available to assist with the transition of these roles in 2024. No advanced 
technical/IT knowledge required. 
  
COMPLIANCE OFFICER 
Monitors and ensures appropriate volunteer qualifications including Working with Children Checks, Coaching and First Aid 
qualifications are uploaded into the League specified database.  
Currently Performed By: Kathy McGeoch. As noted above, Kathy has filled multiple roles on the Committee for many years and is 
seeking to step back in her responsibilities in 2024. She will still be available to assist with transition of this role in 2024.  
  
SCAMMELL GROUND MANAGER 
Responsible for the smooth running of game day at Scammell. Conduct initial ground/club room inspections at home matches. 
Report on any maintenance deficiencies (and assist to address where possible) and liaise with the ground-markers to ensure line 
markings are clear. Ensure the scoreboard is operational. Ensure goal post pads are up before the start of play. Monitor team clean-
up at the close of play, noting that the club room clean-up is the responsibility of each team playing on the day, NOT the Ground 
Manager. While this can be a non-Committee Role, your attendance at Committee meetings may be required on an ad hoc basis. 
Presence is not required at Scammell all day. 
Currently Performed By: These responsibilities are currently undertaken by Brodie and Caz, the Club President and Secretary 
respectively. The President and Secretary roles are an enormous responsibility, taking up a significant portion of time. In a standard 
season there are just 15 days of football played at Scammell Reserve. One person, assisting with these tasks for just a few hours on 
just 15 days of the year would greatly assist to spread the workload. 
  
PRINCES HIGHWAY GROUNDS OFFICER 
Conduct risk assessment of playing fields at home matches. Manage any maintenance deficiencies. Organise the marking of ground 
lines. Ensure scoreboard and timekeeper equipment is available. Ensure goal post pads are up. Can be a Non-Committee Role, 
attendance at Committee meetings required on an ad hoc basis. 
Currently Performed By: VACANT. The Club works to liaise with the SMJFL to avoid use of Princes Highway Reserve where possible, 
to keep our Club based at Scammell. Games were played at Princes Hwy on just 9 Sundays in 2023. Someone committing to assist 
with this role for just 9 days of the year would again greatly help to ease the workload on the Committee. Could also be combined 
with the Scammell Ground Manager role. 
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COACHES’ REPORTS 
 
U9 MIXED GREEN JAKE BENOITON 
 
It was a terrific day to end our season at our Lightning Carnival this weekend with the boys playing blistering football 
and getting the rewards for it in all three of our games. Our pressure and intensity were there from the start and we 
played our brand of football during the afternoon which was really pleasing.  
 
The boys have been superb this year and after a little lull in the middle of the season have come home in such strong 
fashion, I couldn't be prouder of their efforts. Having battled with our backs against the wall for most of the year, the 
football and teamwork we've been able to produce has been special. A big thank you to all our teammates in the U9 
Yellow team and their coach Dan Aitken for all their help at training and on game day. Our U9 program has been a 
pleasure to be in, as the two teams worked together all year which was a great decision.  
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U9 MIXED YELLOW DANIEL AITKEN 
 
We brought our season to a close with the Lightning Carnival held at the JL Murphy Reserve at Port Melbourne. Our 
opponents for the day were Ormond and Highett, the latter a team we had come up against with some success earlier in 
the year. 
 
Our first game was against Ormond, and we started the game off a little hesitant and they beat us to the ball first which 
made life difficult. At half time we spoke about making that small adjustment to hunt the ball in numbers and take the 
game on and the boys responded exactly as you would want, playing some great team footy which was epitomised by 
Angus unselfishly setting up a couple of goals for our team. A special shout out to Blake who I had set a goal for him to 
be that tall target forward for us taking a couple of great overhead marks and kicking his first goal for the club. 
 
After a break we then came up against Highett for our second game and in similar fashion to the first game the boys 
were slow out of the blocks and played catch up for the remainder of the game. The most impressive thing from the 
game for me, and it shows how far our boys have come this year, was the fight and determination to continue led 
brilliantly by a couple of our smallest kids standing up against much bigger opponents in Jack and Reyan and not taking a 
backwards step well done boys. 
 
Our final game was two 1 quarter games against Ormond and Highett as there were only three teams in our group. We 
quickly had to back up and you could tell the long day was starting to wear on all our boys who were waiting for that 
final siren to come. 
 
From where we started the year off to now, I am so proud of the development of all the boys have shown this year it 
has been an absolute pleasure coaching this group in their first years, of hopefully many, in the Green and Yellow. 
 
Finally, a huge shout out to Hilly and Linda, our Team Managers, for their tireless efforts in making sure roles were filled 
each week by our fantastic group of parents. A big thank you to Dan for helping me out with the coaching and to Zane, 
Kris, Matt and Chris for umpiring all games throughout the year. It was great that so many families were able to come to 
Grub following the Lightning Carnival. 
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U10 MIXED GREEN ALEX O’BRIEN 
 
On a cold morning we faced Waverley Park Hawks at Columbia Park in Wheelers Hill. 
 
We got off to a flyer in the first quarter and played well for the rest of the game to sing the song loud and proud. 
 
Harvey and Deon were Captains for the week and played well for 4 quarters. 
 
Well done to David, Archer, Thommy M, Max M and Ethan on putting in fine performances. 
 
Max B and Maison played their best games for the year, they have improved every week. 
 
The pressure was great for 4 quarters with Thommy E, Ben, Kai, Rishabh, Tyler and James on moving the ball well in and 
out of the zones. The overlap run and use of handball was great to see. 
 
Special shout out to Max, Thommy and Kai who made a banner for our team to run through. 
 
Great team effort, well played by everyone. Go Dragons. 
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U10 MIXED YELLOW RICK DAVIES 
 
Another week and another solid performance against a much stronger side. 
 
We moved the magnets around and it was great to see the response from the team. 
 
Charlie was really strong again on the wing. Luke did well in the forward line before 
moving to the midfield and Thomas played solidly in defence in the last quarter. 
 
Eli and Bronx (pictured) both put in solid displays as Captains after a strong week on 
the track.  
 
Looking forward to the Lightning Carnival this week. 
 
 
 
 
U11 MIXED ALLEN COOK  
 
We played Dingley at their home ground today and only had 18 players so no bench and the opposition had a full 
squad. Dingley are a tough opponent with loads of big bodies so we needed to compete hard and get our running game 
going and that's what the boys did. 
 
Co-Captains were Darcy and Jonah and both boys played really strong games. 
 
Finley and Phoenix were strong on the last line of defence, as were Ambrose and Masaki with both boys making 
multiple intercepts to send the ball forward. Matty was also inspirational leading the way with repeat efforts to inspire 
his team mates. Harrison and Finn scored early goals to get us in front and our pressure and hunt for the footy kept the 
game really tight.   
 
The boys lifted in the third quarter with some great running play from Spyros and Darcy plus our small brigade of Leo, 
Oliver and William kept burrowing in to keep the ball in our forward line. 
 
We went to the 3 quarter time break with our noses in front but you could see the boys were starting to tire. 
 
The final quarter was a bridge too far. The opposition scored a lucky goal early thanks to a fluky bounce and despite our 
best efforts, we weren't able to claw back the lead going down by a couple of goals. 
 
Fantastic effort all round Dragons, you played with great spirit and should be proud of yourselves! 
 
 
U12 GIRLS MARCO PERSI 
 
The pointy end of the season has arrived quickly and with finals within our grasp a win against 2nd place Port 
Melbourne Colts would make our ambitions of making the top 4 a real possibility. 
 
We’ve yet to beat the Colts losing by 5 goals in round 1 but only 7 points in our last outing and after a promising start 
we gave ourselves every chance. Kicking the first goal of the match we were looking good, Sophia winning the ruck 
contests, Miette gliding down the wings and Bonnie and Jess providing the muscle breaking through packs in the 
midfield and around the ground. 
 
It was a good old fashioned arm wrestle, neither team giving an inch and our reliable backs Stella and Greta intercept 
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marking, tackling and creating great run out of our backline. 
 
Lavinia channeled her Matilda’s spirit down back, saving goal after goal and intelligently hand balling to players in 
positions to allow them to run off and free the ball from our backline. 
 
Unfortunately just before half time we went a player down with Kiana injuring her finger but after what seemed like any 
normal footballing action one of the Colts injured her shoulder and we had an extended break while she was being 
treated. This shook our girls. Our girls are tough and ferocious but have tender hearts of gold and you could see they felt 
for the injured player and came out a little flat after half time. 
 
The Colts snuck in a couple of goals to hit the lead and our brave girls snapped back into action and Skye was unlucky 
not to break free and snag a goal late in the quarter. 
 
The game was in the balance and our first year players Tyra, stood tall down back and played her best match of the 
season, and Ruby, up forward fought hard to pressure and lock the ball up front. Victoria and Olivia continued to run 
and present all match but couldn’t find a way to goal. 
 
Eleven points down with 4 minutes to play we moved Semira, who was playing a great game down back, up the ground 
and within minutes we created a goal to give us a sniff. Unfortunately time was our worst enemy in the end as we were 
doing all the attacking when the final siren blew, falling short 2-1-13 def by 2-6-18 
 
Sitting 5th it’s simple…… win next week and play finals. I have no doubt we’ll get the job done and then we’ll give the 
finals a real good shake. Watch out…… The Dragons are coming!!! 
 
 
U13 MIXED YELLOW DAVID CASH 
 
Played Hampton Rovers at Scammell 
Another 8am start with reasonable winter weather. After rain overnight the ground was looking good considering the 
traffic that has been on it this football season. 
 
The boys are fantastic, I strongly believe all the boys know that this season is all about their development and the 
resilience they show is great to see. 
 
Once again with just 18 players, Jaron and Rhys donned a variety of Runner, Water Carrier, and Development coach bibs 
while on the bench to support their teammates from the side-line. I am sure all the players got a lift from their support. 
 
On field we moved the magnets around to give players a break from the busy areas of the ground, but also to give some 
a change to play in positions they haven’t played a lot of. 
 
Overall, the boys played some very good although unrewarded football. The strong marks and in and under football 
were the highlight this week. The teamwork and sticking up for their mates in a controlled manner was impressive, the 
bigger stronger boys didn’t let the opposition push our smaller players around – they showed they care about their 
team-mates. 
 
One more game this season for us, with the final 4 already settled, and this game is at a more palatable 11am. 
 
I am going to take this opportunity to thank all the helpers that have supported this great group of boys this year. We 
are all volunteers and the more help the lighter the load. A special thanks to Annelise for taking on the Team Manager’s 
role again this year she has done a great job again. 
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U13 MIXED GREEN TIM MORELAND 
 
Back at Scammell Reserve this week as we took on Bentleigh/Highett on a dry and calm Sunday afternoon. Our focus for 
the day was to get our mojo back after some patchy weeks trying to get our style right. The lads answered the challenge 
as we got back on track displaying some really nice link up handball plays which resulted in a 44 point win. 
 
Really impressed by how the boys followed instructions and looked after each other all game. It stands out when we’re 
able to produce the style of play we train for. Everyone contributed today! Aidan and Paul were controlling the backline 
however Aidan came off after half time with a knee complaint. Cam, James and Troy manoeuvred their opponents by 
playing close checking footy whilst we thought Curtis played his best game after we moved him from forward to defence 
this week. Cooper ran all day whilst Oscar gives us some extra on ball strength when he’s in there. 
 
We controlled the game from half time with our style and with Kaeleb crashing at the footy, Darcy R’s attack on the ball 
and Tyler’s run with game, we had a real settled on ball brigade. Up forward, we were really pleased at Heath’s 
contesting time after time, so well done mate. Archie and Johnny followed our quick handball game to a tee and looked 
dangerous. 
 
Harland was always an on field leader who runs hard. Tommy continues to control the middle of the ground with 
balance and Andrew has found the wing position to his liking with his run and carry. Darcy M again showed class by 
kicking 3 goals using both feet many times throughout the game. 
 
Today was pleasing as we’re hopefully back on track with our game style and the boys are aware of what we need to do 
for the coming weeks as we head into finals. Well done lads! 
 

Go Dragons  
 
 
U14 GIRLS JUSTINE LEOPOLD 
 
This week the U14 girls had a Bye. 
 
 
U14 MIXED MARCUS SPENCER 
 
We played against: East Brighton Vampires At: Scammell Reserve 
 
For some reason our games against East Brighton Vampires are sometimes a bit feisty. Perhaps it is the fact that they 
come expecting to struggle and are willing to do whatever they can, to minimise the damage. 
 
On Sunday, that meant them playing with a loose player in defence. The result was our forward line became very 
cluttered when the ball was moved in slowly. Our on-ball players were pushing into the forward line along with their 
opponents and it made the game very congested and messy. 
 
We did have patches of good team football. These were generally started by players giving off quick handballs to team 
mates who were in the open and able to carry the football. If we are to progress into the finals series, this has to 
become our go to style of play. 
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We had good contributors across the ground. Patrik, Lachie and Takoda were holding tight in defence and Campbell, 
Oskar, Hunter, Joshua and Mitchell were winning the ball in the midfield. Despite often having two players on him, with 
one generally hanging onto him, Ari was still able to kick four goals for the game. 
 
One low point for the day was when Joshua injured his knee and was taken from the ground. Subsequent scans showed 
he had dislocated his kneecap and cracked a bone in his leg. This is a real shame for Joshua as he was playing well in the 
midfield in recent weeks and always contributes strongly for the team. We will miss his drive for the rest of the season. 
 
We tried some players in different positions in the game, including having Henry play in the Ruck for most of the second 
half. He did well and as long as we can cover the key defensive roles, he might be able to help Sam to match some of the 
tall ruckmen we face when we play the better teams.  
 
One more home and away game before our first night final. Looking forward to continuing to build some momentum 
this week. 
 
 
U16 GIRLS JOHN BERNARDO 
 
To my beautiful under 16 girls, you finished off the season with that well deserved win. We left the best ‘til last and 
today everyone put in 100%. We worked as a team and put into action all that we practiced at training. Like I said, 
everyone put in, but I have got to give a few special mentions to: 
 

• Ruby Keech for her first ever goal in 80 games 
• Taylor who marked everything that came her way 
• Nicole and Fiona, the great taggers 
• Chanel, forever the enforcer and has the opposition trembling at their knees 
• Ebony for executing the bump of the year 
• Izzy “catch me if you can zig zag” Cooper, had the opposition running in circles 

 
That’s the year that was!! Thanks girls for the fantastic ride. Unfortunately no finals for us, however it definitely was 
fun!! Thanks to all the parents for helping out at training and on game day and an especially huge thanks to my 
managers Sharon and Rob. 
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U16 BOYS ZAC BARRETT / MASON ANSELL 
 
This round saw the Dragons play host to St Bedes Mentone Tigers at the Dragon Dome. 
 
With finals no longer in the equation, the boys are looking to finish this season on a high and find some form to carry 
over into the next season. 
 
The match saw the Dragons playing the fast and attacking footy that won them the flag last year and played with a 
relentless passion. The Dragons held firm throughout the match and were able to put together a solid 4 quarter 
performance that saw them score a season high total. 
 
The boys played with the passion and determination that they have become known for over the last few years. 
 
With the match put to bed at three quarter time, the boys were able to try a few different positions and end the day 
with a memorable victory. 
 
The boys now turn their attention to the Waverley Park Hawks for the last round of the year with the aspiration of 
finishing with a win and potentially costing Waverley a chance at finals. 
 
 
U17 BOYS JOHN MCLAUGHLIN 
 
Opponent: St Peters Away Game Result: Oakleigh Dragons won by 3 points 
 
Firstly, thanks for all the families who cooked meals for our Grub at the Club. The team did a great job on the night and 
were very impressive cleaning up afterwards. Thanks for everyone’s efforts. 
 
This week we were away to our rivals St Peters, they have had a tough season but with our history, we knew it was 
going to be a competitive game. We may have gone into this game a little too confident. 
 
The first half was a tight struggle with lots of stoppages. The ground at Centenary Park is smaller than we are used to 
and we had trouble adapting to this. The score was 31 to 15 at half time and we hoped the game would open up in the 
last half and we could get on top. To their credit they kept the game more on their terms with congested footy. By three 
quarter time they had clawed their way back to be one point down. Our set shots at goal were not up to our usual 
standard, kicking 6 goals 14 points for the game in the last quarter we lifted our work rate to kick away to a 3 goal lead, 
it felt that we could go on with it. St Peters were having none of this and had a fantastic period where they hit the front 
with only minutes to go. We kicked the final goal of the game and with a tense few minutes we hung on for a hard-
fought win. This win gave us the second chance in the finals in 2 weeks’ time. 
 
Special mentions from the game: 
• Another big last quarter from Billy where he clunked 2 towering marks in the last few minutes to stop their 

momentum. He played more on the ball, and this certainly gives us options going forward.  
• Our mids certainly did their job and had a good tussle with their opponents. Pete kicked 2 goals that were very 

important. Tommy was good in the stoppages. 
• Borgy was playing very well until he copped a knock and had to go off. Xav was good on the wing and then down 

back when things got tight. Lachie went up to the wing and looked good. 
• Most of our boys had good patches but I don’t think there would be too many saying we played at our best. 
 There was a big collision when Tommy and an opponent both went for a high ball, both players had eyes only for the 

footy. They hit each other at full pace that had us all worried for their safety. After a few minutes the opponent was 
able to get to his feet and make it to the bench, Tommy played on. Thankfully both players were fine. 

• Well done to all the players on reaching the finals, our first goal has been achieved. 
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We have only 1 game to go before finals. 
 
On Thursday there will be no training, instead the Club has kindly organised a Mental Fitness Session run by The Danny 
Frawley Centre. This is a great initiative by the club to help our members in not only footy. We expect all available 
players to be in attendance. 
 
See all the players at training his week. We are looking forward to the challenges ahead. 
Go Dragons! 
 
 
U18 GIRLS GAVIN KENNY 
 
Beautiful conditions greeted us for our 
Friday night away clash with top of the table 
Bentleigh-St Peters. Having beaten us by 50 
points in our previous encounter, we knew 
we needed to play well to be competitive 
against the Demons.   
  
It was great to welcome Clem back to the 
team after a long stint away with injury. It 
was also nice to get some help from U16 
players Sienna, Bonnie and Jess. With 19 
players, plenty of moves were made to give 
people exposure to different positions. 
  
Bridget kicked a goal in the first quarter and 
great defence saw us keep the home side 
scoreless. After that we had plenty of 
opportunities to score but, like last week, we couldn't get the ball through the big sticks. A goal to the home side in the 
last quarter kept them in the game, but the Dragon girls were able to hang on for the win 1-10 16 to 1-3 9. 
  

Sienna had a great game constantly repelling 
the ball from our defensive 50. Daisy rucked 
well all night and played well around the 
ground. Lily F was aggressive at centre half back 
and attacked the ball all game. Livvy did a great 
job on the last line of defence, never panicked 
and managed the kick outs well. Bridget was 
busy across half forward and was unlucky not to 
kick more goals. Matisse had a good game and 
laid some bone crunching tackles. 
  
Another fantastic team effort that gives us 5 
wins in a row. Really great work girls – I couldn't 
be prouder of the way you are playing. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA 
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GRUB AT THE CLUB SCHEDULE 

 
Subject to change during the season depending on game times, your Team Manager will keep you posted.   
Don’t forget – Grub’s Gone Green! BYO plates and cutlery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Date U8 & U9 U10 U11-U13  U14+ Holidays Grub at the Club 
23-Apr Round 1 Round 1 Round 1 Round 1  U16 Boys 
30-Apr Round 2 Round 2 Round 2 Round 2   
7-May Round 3 Round 3 Round 3 Round 3  U9 Mixed 

14-May Round 4 Round 4 Round 4 Round 4 Mother’s Day  
21-May Round 5 Round 5 Round 5 Round 5 National Volunteer 

Week, 15-21 May 
Hosted by Special 

Guest 
28-May Round 6 Round 6 Round 6 Round 6   

4-Jun Round 7 Round 7 Round 7 Round 7  U10 & U11 Mixed 
11-Jun No Games / Interleague Carnival King’s Birthday  
18-Jun Round 8 Round 8 Round 8 Round 8  U12 & U14 Girls 
25-Jun Round 9 Round 9 Round 9 Round 9 School Holidays  
2-Jul No Games School Holidays  
9-Jul No Games School Holidays  

16-Jul Round 10 Round 10 Round 10 Round 10  U16 & U18 Girls 
23-Jul Round 11 Round 11 Round 11 Round 11   
30-Jul Round 12 Round 12 Round 12 Round 12  U14 Mixed 
6-Aug Round 13 Round 13 Round 13 Round 13   

13-Aug Lightning Carnival Round 14 Round 14 Round 14  U18 Boys 
20-Aug  Lightning Carnival Round 15 Round 15  U13 Mixed 
27-Aug   Semi Finals Semi Finals   
3-Sep   Grand Finals Prelim Finals Father’s Day  

10-Sep    Grand Finals   
TBC PRESENTATION DAY (School holidays commence 16/09) 
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